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Amendments to the Claims : 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1. (Amended) A fluid transport assembly comprising, in combination: 

a pipeline for transporting a fluid such as oil, gas and wat e r along a fluid flow path 
extending in the pipeline; and 

a pressure control device incorporated in the pipeline for regulating the pressure of the 
fluid downstream of the pressure control device to a predetermined pressure^ which is 
independent of, and less than, the pressure prevailing in the pipeline upstream of the pressure 
control device; 

wherein the pressure control device comprises; 

a housing with an inflow opening and an outflow opening,, wherein the fluid flow path of 
the pipeline extends in the housing between the inflow opening and the outflow opening, the 
inflow opening being in fluid connection with the pipeline upstream of the pressure control 
device; th e pr es sur e control d e vic e furth e r comprising 

a controllable seal for releasing and closing the fluid flow path in the housing; and 
a pressure sensor element accommodated in the housing for movement between a first 
and a second position, the pressure sensor element in the first position controlling the 
controllable seal to release the fluid flow path in the housing and in the second position 
controlling the controllable seal to close off the fluid flow path in the housing, the pressure 
sensor element on the one hand being exposed to the pressure prevailing in the fluid flow path 
downstream of the controllable seal, and on the other being exposed to a predetermined force^ 
which in use, determines the predetermined pressure, wherein, in use, the pressure sensor 
element moves in the direction of the first position when the pressure prevailing in the fluid flow 
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path downstream of the seal drops below the predetermined pressure determined by the 
predetermined force and the pressure sensor element moves in the direction of the second 
position when the pressure prevailing in the fluid flow path downstream of the seal rises above 
the predetermined pressure determined by the predetermined force; and wh e rein th e pressur e 
control d e vic e compris e s 

a gas-tight chamber, characterized in that, the pressure sensor element comprises 
comprising a plunger accommodated in the chamber for movement in an axial direction of the 
chamber between the first and the second position, the space enclosed by the plunger and the 
chamber (a) being filled with a gas for generating a first portion said predetermined force and (b) 
comprising a resilient element for generating a second portion of said predetermined force, the 
resilient element configured to urge the pressure sensor element toward the first position, the 
plunger being movable between the first and the second position in a direction parallel to the 
direction of the fluid flow path at the controllable seal and wherein the plunger is movable 
between the first and the second position in a direction from the inflow opening to the outflow 
opening, wherein the plunger moves in the direction of the first position if it moves in the 
direction of the inflow opening and the plunger moves in the direction of the second position if it 
moves in the direction of the outflow opening. 



Claim 2. (Original) An assembly according to claim 1, wherein the plunger is movable 
between the first position and second position in a direction which is parallel to an axial direction 
of the pipeline at the pressure control device. 

Claim 3. (Original) An assembly according to claim 1, wherein the controllable seal is 
movable in a direction parallel to the fluid flow path at the controllable seal. 

Claim 4. (Original) An assembly according to claim 1, wherein the gas-tight chamber is 
manufactured from metal. 



Claim 5. (Amended) An assembly according to claim 1, wherein the resilient element 
pr e ssure control devic e comprises a spring for generating at least a part of the second portion of 
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said predetermined force, the spring being accommodated in the space enclosed by the plunger 
and the chamber and the spring pressing the plunger in the direction of the first position. 

Claim 6. (Amended) An assembly according to claim 1, wherein the pressure control 
device comprises at least one ring-shaped sealing element and the controllable seal comprises (a) 
controllable sealing element configured to abut the ring-shaped sealing element when the 
controllable sealing element is in the second position and (b) a connecting a bar shap e d element 
connecting the controllable sealing element and , conn e ct e d to the plunger, the sealing element 
extending around the bar shap e d connecting element, the fluid flow path extending through the 
ring-shaped sealing element, the bar shap e d connecting element and the ring-shaped sealing 
element in the first position releasing the fluid flow path, and the bar shaped connecting element 
and the ring-shaped sealing element in the second position closing the fluid flow path. 



Claim 7. (Amended) An assembly according to claim 6, wherein the bar shap e d 
connecting element is movable between the first and second position in a direction which is 
parallel to the direction of the fluid flow path along the bar - shap e d connecting element. 

Claim 8. (Original) An assembly according to claim 1, wherein the gas pressure in the 
space is greater than an atmospheric pressure. 

Claim 9. (Original) An assembly according to claim 1, wherein the pressure control 
device is provided with mounting means for mounting the pressure control device to the pipeline. 

Claim 10. (Original) The pressure control device according to claim 9, wherein the 
mounting means comprises a bayonet fastener. 

Claim 1 1 . (Original) An assembly according to claim 1, wherein the outflow opening is 
in fluid connection with the pipeline downstream of the pressure control device so that the 
pipeline also extends downstream of the pressure control device. 

Claim 12. (Original) An assembly according to claim 1, wherein the pressure control 
device forms the end of the pipe line. 
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Claim 13. (Amended) A pressure control device configured to receive a fluid from an 
upstream portion of a fluid flow path and expel fluid towards a downstream portion of said fluid 
flow path, the pressure control device further configured to regulate a pressure in the 
downstream portion of the fluid flow path to match a predetermined pressure which is 
independent of, and less than, a pressure prevailing in the upstream portion of the fluid flow 
path, the pressure control device comprising: 

a housing having an inlet and an outlet, the inlet being in fluid communication with the 
upstream portion of the fluid flow path and the outlet being in fluid communication with the 
downstream portion of the fluid flow path; 

a controllable seal positioned in the housing and in communication with the inlet, the 
controllable seal configured to release and close the fluid flow path through the housing; and 

a pressure sensor element accommodated in the housing and configured to move between 
a first position in which the pressure sensor element causes the controllable seal to release the 
fluid flow path in the housing, and a second position in which the pressure sensor element causes 
the controllable seal to close off the fluid flow path in the housing, wherein 

the pressure sensor element is exposed to a pressure prevailing in the fluid flow path 
downstream of the controllable seal, and is also exposed to a predetermined force which 
determines the predetermined pressure; 

the pressure sensor element is configured to: 

move in direction of the first position when the pressure prevailing in the fluid flow path 
downstream of the controllable seal drops below the predetermined pressure determined by the 
predetermined force; and 

move in a direction of the second position when the pressure prevailing in the fluid flow 
path downstream of the seal rises above the predetermined pressure determined by the 
predetermined force; 

the pressure sensor element comprises a plunger that is accommodated in a gas-tight 
chamber, a space enclosed between the plunger and the chamber £a) being filled with a gas for 
generating a first portion of said predetermined force and (b) comprising a resilient element for 
generating a second portion of said predetermined force, the resilient element configured to urge 
the pressure sensor element toward the first position ; 
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the plunger is arranged to move in an axial direction of the chamber between the first 
and the second position; 

the plunger is movable between the first and the second position in a direction parallel to 
the direction of the fluid flow path at the controllable seal; and 

the plunger is movable between the first and the second position in a direction from the 
inflow opening to the outflow opening, with the plunger moving in the direction of the first 
position when it moves in the direction of the inflow opening and the plunger moving in the 
direction of the second position when it moves in the direction of the outflow opening. 

Claim 14. (Original) The pressure control device according to claim 13, wherein the 
plunger is movable between the first and second position in a direction that is parallel to an axial 
direction of the pipeline at the pressure control device. 

Claim 15. (Original) The pressure control device according to claim 13, wherein the 
controllable seal is movable in a direction parallel to the direction of the fluid flow path at the 
controllable seal. 

Claim 16. (Original) The pressure control device according to claim 13, wherein the gas- 
tight chamber is manufactured from metal. 

Claim 17. (Amended) The pressure control device according to claim 13, wherein the 
resilient element pr e s s ur e control d e vic e comprises a spring for generating at least a part of the 
second portion of said predetermined force, the spring being accommodated in the space 
enclosed by the plunger and the chamber and the spring pressing the plunger in the direction of 
the first position. 

Claim 18. (Amended) The pressure control device according to claim 13, wherein the 
pressure control device comprises at least one ring-shaped sealing element and the controllable 
seal comprises (a) controllable sealing element configured to abut the ring-shaped sealing 
element when the controllable sealing element is in the second position and (b) a connecting a 
bar shap e d element connecting the controllable sealing element and , conn e ct e d to the plunger, 
the sealing element extending around the bar shaped connecting element, the fluid flow path 



Applicant 
Serial No. 
Filed 
Page 



Jaap Herman van 
10/058,763 
January 30, 2002 
8 of 16 



an^off 



ley's Docket No.: 17042-002001 



extending through the ring-shaped sealing element, the bar shap e d connecting element and the 
ring-shaped sealing element in the first position releasing the fluid flow path, and the bar shap e d 
connecting element and the ring-shaped sealing element in the second position closing the fluid 
flow path. 

Claim 19. (Amended) The pressure control device according to claim 13, wherein the 
bar shaped connecting element is movable between the first and second position in a direction 
which is parallel to the direction of the fluid flow path along the bar shaped connecting element. 

Claim 20. (Original) The pressure control device according to claim 13, wherein the gas 
pressure in the space is greater than an atmospheric pressure. 

Claim 21. (Original) The pressure control device according to claim 13, wherein the 
pressure control device is further provided with mounting means for mounting the pressure 
control device onto a pipeline. 

Claim 22. (Original) The pressure control device according to claim 21, wherein the 
mounting means comprises a bayonet fastener. 

Claim 23. (Amended) A pressure control device arranged to be mounted to a pipeline 
which pipe line is arranged for transporting a fluid along a fluid flow path extending in the 
pipeline, wherein the pressure control device is arranged for regulating the pressure of the fluid 
downstream the pressure control device to a predetermined pressure which is independent of, and 
less than, the pressure prevailing in the pipeline upstream of the pressure control device, wherein 
the pressure control comprises a housing provided with an inflow opening and an outflow 
opening wherein, in use, the fluid flow path of the pipeline extends in the housing between the 
inflow opening and the outflow opening and the inflow opening being in fluid connection with 
the pipeline upstream of the pressure control device, the pressure control device further 
comprising a controllable seal for releasing and closing the fluid flow path in the housing and a 
pressure sensor element accommodated in the housing for movement between a first and a 
second position, the pressure sensor element in the first position controlling the controllable seal 
to release the fluid flow path in the housing and in the second position controlling the 
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controllable seal to close off the fluid flow path in the housing, the pressure sensor element on 
the one hand being exposed to the pressure prevailing in the fluid flow path downstream of the 
controllable seal, and on the other being exposed to a predetermined force which, in use, 
determines the predetermined pressure, wherein, in use, the pressure sensor element moves in the 
direction of the first position when the pressure prevailing in the fluid flow path downstream of 
the seal drops below the predetermined pressure determined by the predetermined force and the 
pressure sensor element moves in the direction of the second position when the pressure 
prevailing in the fluid flow path downstream of the seal rises above the predetermined pressure 
determined by the predetermined force wherein the pressure control device comprises a gas-tight 
chamber, characterized in that, the pressure sensor element comprises a plunger accommodated 
in the chamber for movement in an axial direction of the chamber between the first and the 
second position, the space enclosed by the plunger and the chamber (a) being filled with a gas for 
generating a first portion of said predetermined force and (b) comprising a resilient element for 
generating a second portion of said predetermined force, the resilient element configured to urge 
the pressure sensor element toward the first position, the plunger being movable between the first 
and the second position in a direction parallel to the direction of the fluid flow path at the 
controllable seal, wherein the plunger is movable between the first and the second position in a 
direction parallel to a direction from the inflow opening to the outflow opening, wherein the 
plunger moves in the direction of the first position if it moves in the direction of the inflow 
opening and the plunger moves in the direction of the second position if it moves in the direction 
of the outflow opening. 

Claim 24. (Amended) A method for regulating a pressure of a fluid which is transported 
along a fluid flow path extending through a pipeline, the method comprising the step of: 

incorporating into the pipeline, a pressure control device for regulating the pressure of the 
fluid downstream from the pressure control device to a predetermined pressure which is 
independent of, and less than, the pressure prevailing in the pipeline upstream of the pressure 
control device, 

wherein the pressure control device comprises a housing provided with an inflow opening 
and an outflow opening, wherein, in use, the fluid flow path of the pipeline extends in the 
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housing between the inflow opening and the outflow opening wherein, in use, the inflow opening 
being in fluid connection with the pipeline upstream of the pressure control device; 

the pressure control device further comprising a controllable seal for releasing and 
closing the fluid flow path in the housing and a pressure sensor element accommodated in the 
housing for movement between a first and a second position, the pressure sensor element in the 
first position controlling the controllable seal to release the fluid flow path in the housing and in 
the second position controlling the controllable seal to close off the fluid flow path in the 
housing, the pressure sensor element on the one hand being exposed to the pressure prevailing in 
the fluid flow path downstream of the controllable seal, and on the other being exposed to a 
predetermined force which, in use, determines the predetermined pressure, wherein, in use, the 
pressure sensor element moves in the direction of the first position when the pressure prevailing 
in the fluid flow path downstream of the controllable seal drops below the predetermined 
pressure determined by the predetermined force and the pressure sensor element moves in the 
direction of the second position when the pressure prevailing in the fluid flow path downstream 
of the seal rises above the predetermined pressure determined by the predetermined force 
wherein the pressure control device comprises a gas-tight chamber; and wherein, 

the pressure sensor element comprises a plunger accommodated in the chamber for 
movement in an axial direction of the chamber between the first and the second position, the 
space enclosed by the plunger and the chamber (a) being filed with a gas for generating said 
predetermined force and (b) comprising a resilient element for generating a second portion of 
said predetermined force, the resilient element configured to urge the pressure sensor element 
toward the first position, the plunger being movable between the first and the second position in 
a direction which is parallel to the direction of the fluid flow path at the controllable seal, 
wherein, in use, the plunger is movable between the first and the second position in a direction 
which is parallel to a direction from the inflow opening to the outflow opening, wherein the 
plunger moves in the direction of the first position when it moves in the direction of the inflow 
opening and the plunger moves in the direction of the second position when it moves in the 
direction of the outflow opening. 
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Claim 25. (Original) The method according to claim 24, wherein the plunger moves 
between the first and second position in a direction which is parallel to an axial direction of the 
pipeline at the pressure control device. 

Claim 26. (Original) The method according to claim 24, wherein the controllable seal is 
movable in a direction parallel to the fluid flow path at the controllable seal. 

Claim 27. (Original) The method according to claim 24, wherein the gas-tight chamber is 
manufactured from metal. 

Claim (Amended) The method according to claim 24, wherein the resilient member 
pr e ssur e control devic e comprises a spring for generating at least a part of the second portion of 
said predetermined force, the spring being accommodated in the space enclosed by the plunger 
and the chamber and the spring pressing the plunger in the direction of the first position. 

Claim 29. (Amended) The method according to claim 24, wherein the pressure control 
device comprises at least one ring-shaped sealing element and the controllable seal comprises (a) 
controllable sealing element configured to abut the ring-shaped sealing element when the 
controllable sealing element is in the second position and (b) a connecting a bar - shap e d element 
connecting the controllable sealing element and , conn e cted to the plunger, the sealing element 
extending around the bar shap e d connecting element, the fluid flow path extending through the 
ring-shaped sealing element, the bar - shap e d connecting element and the ring-shaped sealing 
element in the first position releasing the fluid flow path, and the bar shap e d connecting element 
and the ring-shaped sealing element in the second position closing the fluid flow path. 

Claim 30. (Amended) The method according to claim 29, wherein the bar shap e d 
connecting element is movable between the first and second position in a direction which is 
parallel to the direction of the fluid flow path along the bar shap e d connecting element. 



Claim 31. (Original) The method according to claim 24, wherein the gas pressure in the 
space is greater than an atmospheric pressure. 
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Claim 32. (Original) The method according to claim 24, wherein the pressure control 
device forms the end of the pipe line. 

Claim 33. (Original) The method according to claim 24, wherein the pressure control 
device is used such that the outflow opening is in fluid connection with the pipeline downstream 
of the pressure control device so that, in use, the pipeline also extends downstream the pressure 
control device. 

Claim 34. (New) A pressure control device configured to provide passage of fluid 
between upstream and downstream portions of a fluid flow path, the pressure control device 
comprising: 

an inlet; 

an outlet; 

a pressure-regulating control device disposed along a fluid path extending between the 
inlet and the outlet, the pressure-regulating control device comprising: 

a sealed chamber comprising an enclosed fluid having a first pressure; 
a resilient element disposed within the sealed chamber; 

a valve disposed along the fluid path, the valve being movable between a first position 
obstructing passage of fluid along the fluid path from the inlet to the outlet and a second position 
allowing fluid to pass along the fluid path from the inlet to the outlet; and 

wherein a pressure of fluid present along the fluid path downstream of the valve urges the 
valve toward the first position and (a) the first pressure of the enclosed fluid present within the 
sealed chamber and (b) the resilient element each urge the valve toward the second position. 



